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Players ` 

Mike LeDonne
Smokin’ in NYC

AV�DQ\�YHWHUDQ�PXVLFLDQ�NQRZV��\RX�
KDYH�WR�OHDUQ�KRZ�WR�SOD\�WKH�KRXVH��
´:H�KDG�D�ORW�RI�HPSW\�WDEOHV�ZLWK�

FDQGOHV� RQ� WKHP�µ� VD\V� NH\ERDUG� YHW�
0LNH� /H'RQQH�� FRPPHQWLQJ� RQ� KLV�
HDUO\�FDUHHU�JLJV��´,�ZDV�MXVW�KLWWLQJ�DQG�
PLVVLQJ�� WU\LQJ� WR� ÀJXUH� RXW� ZKDW� P\�
GLUHFWLRQ� ZDV� JRQQD� EH�� %XW� WKDW� FOXE�
UHDOO\� VROLGLÀHG� P\� GLUHFWLRQ� SOD\LQJ�
OLYH�DQG�PDNLQJ�LW�RQ�WKLV�UHFRUG�µ

7KH�FOXE� LQ�TXHVWLRQ� LV� WKH�KLVWRULF�
6PRNH� -D]]� &OXE� LQ� 0DQKDWWDQ�� WKH�
UHFRUG� LV� /H'RQQH·V� ODWHVW�� WKH� YHULWD-
EO\� VPRNLQ·�Keep The Faith (his sixth 
for Savant). It features his “Groover 
4XDUWHWµ�ZLWK� WHQRULVW� (ULF�$OH[DQGHU��
JXLWDULVW�3HWHU�%HUQVWHLQ�DQG�GUXPPHU�
-RH�)DUQVZRUWK��´1RZ��,�NQRZ�WKDW�LI�LW�
ZRUNV� DW� 6PRNH�µ� /H'RQQH� DGGV�� ´LW·V�
JRQQD� ZRUN� ZLWK� WKH� JHQHUDO� SXEOLF��
7KDW·V� WKH� EHDXW\� RI� KDYLQJ� D� JLJ� OLNH�
that. Some of the things I bring in, I only play 
LW�RQFH��DQG�\RX�QHYHU�KHDU�LW�DJDLQ��%XW�VRPH�
RI�WKHP��ÀUVW�WLPH��\RX�FDQ�WHOO�ULJKW�DZD\��WKDW�
LW·V� D�NHHSHU��6R��ZKHQ� ,�PDNH� WKHVH� UHFRUGV��
WKH\·UH�DOO�NHHSHUV�µ��

$OWKRXJK� /H'RQQH� VWDUWHG� UHFRUGLQJ� LQ�
������ KH� ZDVQ·W� SOD\LQJ� RUJDQ� LQ� WKH� VWXGLR�
EDFN�WKHQ��´2Q�RUJDQ�DV�D�OHDGHU�� WKLV�LV�RQO\�
P\�IRXUWK�RUJDQ�OHDGHU�GDWH�µ�KH�QRWHV���

:KLFK�EULQJV�XV� WR�/H'RQQH·V�EDFNVWRU\��
:H�VLW�DW�KLV�GLQLQJ�URRP�WDEOH��ZLWK�DQ�H[SDQ-
VLYH� YLHZ� IURP� KLV� 0LGWRZQ� KLJK�ULVH� OLY-
LQJ�URRP�ZLQGRZ�� D� YLHZ� WKDW�ZLQGV� XSZDUG�
WRZDUG�+DUOHP�� DQG� EH\RQG�� /H'RQQH� LV� WKH�
TXLQWHVVHQFH� RI� D�PDQ� RQ� WKH�PXVLFDO�PDNH��
UHDG\� WR� WDNH� RQ� DOO� FRPHUV�� D� KXVWOHU� LQ� WKH�
EHVW�VHQVH�RI�WKH�ZRUG��$�JUDGXDWH�RI�WKH�1HZ�
(QJODQG�&RQVHUYDWRU\�RI�0XVLF��KH�JUHZ�XS�LQ�
D�PXVLFDO�KRXVHKROG³KLV�IDWKHU�ZDV�D�JXLWDU-
LVW��ZLWK�ZKRP�/H'RQQH�SOD\HG�JLJV�VWDUWLQJ�DW�
DJH�����DQG�RZQHU�RI�D�PXVLF�VWRUH��$IWHU�PRY-
LQJ� WR�1HZ�<RUN�&LW\�� WKH�%ULGJHSRUW��&RQQ���
QDWLYH�VWDUWHG�DV�D�SLDQLVW�SOD\LQJ�ZLWK��DPRQJ�
RWKHUV�� %HQQ\�*RRGPDQ�� 6RQQ\� 5ROOLQV�� $UW�
)DUPHU��'L]]\�*LOOHVSLH��3DQDPD�)UDQFLV�DQG�
WKH�:LGHVSUHDG�'HSUHVVLRQ�-D]]�2UFKHVWUD��$Q�
HYHQWXDO�JLJ�ZLWK�0LOW�-DFNVRQ�SURYHG�SDUWLFX-
larly formative, and he developed a long rela-
WLRQVKLS�ZLWK�%HQQ\�*ROVRQ��ZKLFK�LV�RQJRLQJ�

/H'RQQH�ZDV�ZRUNLQJ�VWULFWO\�DV�D�SLDQLVW�
LQ�������ZKHQ�VD[RSKRQLVW�-LP�6QLGHUR�JRW�KLP�
WR�VLW�LQ�RQ�RUJDQ�ZLWK�%URWKHU�-DFN�0F'XII�DW�D�
SODFH�FDOOHG�'XGH·V�%DU�LQ�+DUOHP��)URP�WKHUH��
LW�ZDV� MXVW� D�PDWWHU� RI� WLPH� EHIRUH� /H'RQQH�
IRUPHG�KLV�RZQ�EDQG�DURXQG�KLV�+DPPRQG�%��
RUJDQ��7KH�UHDO�EHJLQQLQJ�WRRN�SODFH�DW�6PRNH�

on the occasion of a tribute concert to organist 
&KDUOHV�(DUODQG��QRW�ORQJ�DIWHU�KLV�GHDWK�LQ�ODWH�
������/H'RQQH�SOD\HG�RQH�WXQH��DQG�WKH�UHDF-
WLRQ�ZDV�VR�SRVLWLYH�WKDW�KH�ODQGHG�D�VHULHV�RI�
7XHVGD\�QLJKW�JLJV�DQG�SXW�KLV�EDQG�WRJHWKHU��
+H·V�EHHQ�WKHUH�VLQFH�������7KH�UHJXODU�QDWXUH�
RI�WKH�JLJ�VROLGLÀHG�WKH�JURXS��ZKLFK�KDV�VLQFH�
WRXUHG�ZRUOGZLGH��

“Keep The Faith�ZDV�NLQG�RI�D�¶SDUW�WZR·��
for me, because The Groover came out in 
������DQG�WKDW�ZDV�WKH�VDPH�IRUPDW�µ�/H'RQQH�
H[SODLQV��´,W·V�ZKDW�,�GR�DW�6PRNH��EDVLFDOO\��,�
try to include tunes that are from the pop rep-
HUWRLUH��EXW�,�GRQ·W�NQRZ�LI�,·G�FDOO� WKHP�FRY-
HUV�EHFDXVH�,�ZRUN�KDUG�RQ�QRW�PDNLQJ�WKHP�
FRYHUV�� ,�ZRUN� KDUG� DW�PDNLQJ� WKHP�YHKLFOHV�
IRU�MD]]��DQG�WKH\�VZLQJ��$QG�WKDW·V�QRW�HDV\��,W�
means not losing the personality of the tune. I 
ZRUN�RQ�WKDW�EHFDXVH�ZKHQ�,�ZRUN�DW�6PRNH��,�
NQRZ�LW·V�QRW�DOO�MD]]�DÀFLRQDGRV�ZKR�FRPH�LQ�
WKHUH�� ,W·V�D� ORW�RI�\RXQJ�NLGV� IURP�&ROXPELD�
>8QLYHUVLW\@� DQG� SODFHV� OLNH� WKDW�� 7KH\·UH� QRW�
JRQQD�EH�OLVWHQLQJ�WR�PH�SOD\�¶$OO�7KH�7KLQJV�
<RX�$UH·��EXW�LI�\RX�SOD\�¶7KH�:D\�<RX�0DNH�
0H� )HHO·� E\�0LFKDHO� -DFNVRQ�� WKH\� VXGGHQO\�
VD\�� ¶,� NQRZ� WKLV�·�$QG� WKHQ� \RX·UH� VZLQJLQJ�
DQG�WKH\·UH�OLVWHQLQJ�WR�WKH�VRORV�DQG�QH[W�WKLQJ�
\RX� NQRZ�� WKH\·UH� FRPLQJ� EDFN� HYHU\� ZHHN��
7KDW·V�KRZ�ZH·YH�ODVWHG�WKHUH�DOO�WKHVH�\HDUV�µ

,QGHHG��SOD\LQJ�WKH�KRXVH�PHDQV�ZRUNLQJ�
the house. “When I made The Groover�µ�
/H'RQQH�VD\V��´,�WKRXJKW��¶:KDW�NLQG�RI�RUJDQ�
UHFRUG�ZRXOG�,�ZDQW�WR�EX\�DQG�OLVWHQ�WR"·�,·P�
QRW�WU\LQJ�WR�UHLQYHQW�WKH�ZKHHO��%XW�,�GR�ZDQW�
WR�SXW�P\�VWDPS�GRZQ��$QG�LW·V�DOO�RYHU�WKHVH�
UHFRUGV�µ� —John Ephland
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